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Afler more than a year of ministry operation | want to share how the
relationship with each of our clients grows and changes through
contacts made over time. The building of growing trust measures the
SUCCESS.

To begin | must define and share the relationship with those we sene.
I realize thal | will never be able to share the frue nature of a positive
Allas mentoring relationship. Each relationship beging the same and
then evolves differently due to the client's background, current situation, willingness
to seek life change, and differing outcomes achisved,

These relationships range from referrals who never make a contact or never show up
for their first scheduled meeling to those who continue to engage over an exlended
period of time. Even what we consider fully successful relationships also can be very
different from each other due to the uniqueness of each client, but the life-changing
interactions follow the same patiern.

The initial meeting with every first fime contact begine with an introduction to Allas as
a Christian ministry. We also share that we seek to help people with their crisis
problem but more important, we desire to provide mentoring support as they work
toward positive changes l2ading to optimistic and constructive lifestyle growth for
themselves and their famifies. | ahways share that our experience for posilive life
change is greatly improved if they allow God to be a part of that change.

We begin with asking the stranger across the desk to share their life story with us.
They start very generally, and by asking simple questions we bring them back to their
childhood and a full life story. | find that almost all of the people we lalk with become
comfortable in transparently sharing the vulnerable details of their very difficult lives.
When they finish their story | ask them a simple question, “How does God fit into vour
story?” By then, they are so comfortable they honestly share their answer, no matter
what it is. It gives me a great sfaring spot to add Christ into our relationship.

I often fhink that the stary | am hearing seems like the most devastating one that |
have ever heard. Then the next person shares an equally shocking descriplion of heir
life, merely differing in detail. | have long believed hat one of the main gifts that Allas
offers 1o clients is a new sense of hope, even if only lemporarily. The source of this
hope comes from the shared conversational ministry, and as they talk, their burden is
lightened as their full slory adds definilion to their situation, actually reducing the
weeight of their downward spiral. Simply telling their story always allows them to leave
my office feeling better than when they came in.

Owr goal is to address the crisis problem and make some strides toward solving or at
least improving that part of their life. The bigger goal iz to then begin looking at other
ways that by making changes, their lives could be improved. Gradually, as we
confinue to talk, the relationship grows and trust is built as we hold them accountable
for their actions while encouraging tham along their mew path,

How effactive is the Atlas ministry in helping those paople we encounter?
+« \We have had 70 referrals since Allas opened the office doors.
+ 10 percent of referrals failed ither to contact us or keep their appointmeant.
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Anofher 10 percent met with us bul are unwilling to do what they need fo do to receive assistance.
For 30 percent, we can only provide limited assistance and occasionally help them relocate to ato a
homeless shelter or better relational situation in anolher community.

For 35 percent we find significant financial help but they do not continue toward improved life change,
About 15 percent have truly turned things around and changed their lives for themselves and their
families. These are the clients that we are truly here to serve and the hope is to grow this parcentage.

The positive thing is that fully one third of these contacls are still in some form of client relationship with us today
and therefore have the an-going potential for fulure progress. The Allas mentoring relationship can be traced as
follows! We meel a referral, quickly become a confidant, evolve into a helper, through the process become a
supparter-encourager, are seen as a genvine benefactor, and become a friend. ARter the referral it takes a
dedicated journey until we become their friend. That is the journey of Atlas of the Lakes Area.

Is God Calling You To Help Others?

I am convinged that there are many people who feel the call of God to help others. Allas clients have many neads
whers someone providing & helping hand feels more like a lifeling ifting the burden of he unknown fram their
shoulders. The potential areas of need are many, and short-term valunteer help allows the Allas staff to
cancentrate on spending nesded time measling with naw clients.

The current goal is to establish a volunieer database of people who are willing to help with specific tasks.
Currently the need for volunteer services is only occasional due to the number of clients being served but will
increase as the ministry grows. Those who sign up create a pool of willing helpers 2o the time spent does not
become an burden to any one volunteer. Much of the assistance needed iz with things that most of us take for
granted, We are either equipped to do things far ourselves, have frignds who are willing to help us, or can afford
to hire people to do what we need, Atlas clients often have none of these possibilities.

One major problem area is transportation. Often there is no vehicle, or else no license, insurancea, or regisiration.
There also may be no meney for gas, flal tires, or mechanical problems. Occasionally clients need significant
transporiation 1o different towns, homeless shellers, bus depots, or airports for those who are best served by
relecaling. Giher more frequent short distance transportation needs are rides to work, getting o appointments,
or just running emands. These needs come up fairly quickly and take limited time {o complete. Volunteering for
these dulies provides another person who cares enough about them to give of their time and vehicle and is an
addifional contact that demonsirates to them the love of Christ

Another need iz help people move. Eviclions sometimes force clienls to move their possessions info storage
while they seek a new place to live, If they find an apartment, they then need to move the stuff from slorage into
their new place, If they have a vehicle, it often is not adequate to tramsport the bigger items. The real need is for
trailers or pickups to transport thelr large ftems while thay are In transition, Some just need help packing the
many smaller items in a household or erganizing the move, Lilling, carying, and loading a houseiul of stulf can
be overwhelming and paralvzing o a single parent who also has to watch her children dunng his stressiul time,

Those who comes to Allas for help are facing a blend of problems that build upon each other, evenlually spinning
out of confrol. Most face combined problems including addictions, abusive or broken relationships, children's
izzues, emolionalimentalhealth issues, employment problems, financial difficulties.

The future Atlas goal will be to add people to the volunteer database who are willing to become client mentors,
Have you experienced any of the difficulties faced by Atlag clients and survived? Would you willing to guide
someone who is facing similar problems? If you are sensing a call to help others and become a loving presence
in heir Hves, Atlas needs vour help, You become the hands and feet of Jesus, Callug at (T12) 332-6290 or
(712) 320-2572 to volunteer vour experiencer to help others survive their crisis and build beler lives.

Prayer Requests for Atlas:
Please continue to pray that the staff search provides God's choice for a Ministry Director.
Please pray that by the end of 2022 a full Atlas staff will be in place to serve the mentoring

needs of clients and build the Atlas ministry to serve a broader range of the community.
Please pray for the devastating life decisions that our clients face each day, when no good
decisions are available. Pray for God's special touch on their lives and that they see Him.




