that | needed to operate a successiul Atlas office and had fairly firm

plans in place on how that would be accomplished. | was prepared
for the first time to serve God in a full ime Christian role. “Humble”
was probably not a good word for how | approached this opportunity
but it definitely seemed like a decades-old calling to help others was
finally being realizing.

When God interrupts our best

We zerve a God who is full of surprises. The first surprise in this |a|[| |:||E||'|5 a“d Elpgﬂ[atmns
fledgling ministry was the onslaught of Covid-19. Most of my plans -

did not change af that time, but they were definitely delayed for about HE has 3 far Em ater th mg

a vear. The silver lining for me was that it gave me a huge amount

of ime to develop the background arganization for the ministry and in mmd fur Is.

to prepare the office for the eventual opening. That was a blessing

for me because it gave me a safe place to be with tasks to do and “wromgrh for the Jomrmry

helped me survive many of the negative aspects of Covid.

Az the ministry opened and evolved, God confinued fo surprise me
with things that altered my "plan,” things that were remarkably better
for our clients and the ministry itself. Somewhere in this process, |
was able to move from “in front® of Jesus as | attempted to lead for Him to “behind” Him where | was able to
simply follow Him as He continued to provide surprize after surprise. The end of 2022 has been spent sharing
this philosophy with the new Aflas staff, growing together as we “join God where He is working™ each day.

Thank You for Your Past Support and Ongoing Partnership with Us

Cwrincreased financial need seems a little conceming at times. | have always believed that God's normal pattern
of supply for many ministries often comes at the point of actual need, sometimes just after what we think is the
absolute deadline. With Atlas He has not followed that pattern. God has generously provided more than we have
needed at this time and we have stored His provisions in the ministry bank account for the future.

The Atlas board =stepped ouf in faith and trusted God to provide the additional expense of our new staff positions.
Cwr cash on hand made it easier to trust God because He had already provided for four months of these added
salary costs. We fully frust that donations will contfinue and that significant year-end giving will carry us well into
2023 while also providing the needed extra funding to hire criically needed mentoring staff.

Az we trust God to provide, we need your continued or new financial support fo help Atlas grow in 2023, We
would love for you to be a part of and to experience the excitement of God working in the clients’ lives as Atlas
iz able to better help growing numbers of people in need. We are =0 thankful for all the ways that you have
joined with us in the past and look forward to new associations as more and more people become invohsed in
the Atlas parinership.

Advent Leads Us to the Birth of our Savior

Asg | draft this newsletter, it is December 1st. We are five days inte Advent, a fime
when we wait for the birth of Jezus and the remembrance of Immanuel, God with
b ] us. In our busy, rushed, month-long celebration of the holiday season it is easy
forid o (i e for us to miss the world-changing significance of this single birth. God came and
(f‘}*ﬁf{’ walked among us taking our human form as a means of reconciliation for us with

the Father. As you celebrate this year, | encourage you fo slow down, rest in the

-, - Lord, and even stop the human celebrations for a significant part of this time.
™

N /{( . I wigh you fimes of close relationship with family and loved ones. | wish you
( "':'f/w people who hear you when you share the deeper parts of your life with them. |
P v wish you happiness in the season, but more impertant, joy throughout the coming
Vs o (et year. | wish you peace, comfort, and even a sense of joy in the difficult trials that
‘ v 2 you may face in this messy world. All of my wishes for each of you are found as
({-"‘;H‘i’-‘" we seek to love our God and His Son, Jesus. Our small human ways of loving
only slightly reflect the massive love that God has for each of us as we know or
seek to know Him.

| wish a Merry Christmas to you and those loved ones you gather with on the 25" but even more | wish you a
merry Christmas month of December as yvou seek Him in the midst of the hustle and bustle that is life.
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